FREEDOM'S  BATTLE

fiction of a rising of Left-wing Radicals (whom Franco was the
first to make fun of among his friends) supplied an excellent red
herring to draw across the trail.

The U.M.E. (Union Militar EspaSola, Spanish Military Union)
now came into action. This was a military organization on Trade
Union lines, whose members were Army officers inclined to con-
spiracy, and a continuation of the former "Defence Councils/'
whose activities during the Monarchy, and more especially in the
reign of Don Alfonso, had constantly endangered the existence of
any Government tinged with the slightest shade of liberalism. The
officers discharged from the Army after General Sanjurjo's
abortive rising in 1932, or given posts with which they were dis-
satisfied, found their natural allies in the 10,000 officers who in the
first years of the Republic had been pensioned off,on full pay by
the Government. The reasou for this retirement scheme was to put
an end to a completely anomalous situation in which there was one
general for every 150 soldiers, and to a state of affairs in which the
Army consumed in peace time thirty per cent of the national
budget. Unfortunately, the majority of the officers who profited by
that unprecedentedly generous pensions scheme, were enemies of
the Republic, and took advantage of a privileged position, in which
they were paid for doing nothing, to use their leisure to plot
against the Government. All these officers together formed the
U.M.E., which had branches throughout the country, and was
the natural channel through which instructions from above were
conveyed,

A Council of Generals was formed to lead the movement. It
was originally composed of General Rodriguez Barrio, Inspector-
General of the Army; General Franco, Military Commander of
the Canary Islands; General Saliquet, who held no active com-
mand at the time; and General Goded, Military Commander of
the Balearic Islands. The need for a central command, however,
was responsible for General Mola's being entrusted with the main
organization of the rebellion. While on May sgth, General
Sanjurjo, by reason of the part he had played as leader of the first
revolt against the Republic, was given the principal r61e and
formally appointed leader of the movement, it was in reality
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